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AirBridge no longer just a boutique 
Russian air cargo carrier

By Brendan Dugan, AJOT

AirbridgeCargo (ABC), has come 
of age. ABC, known mostly for its 
heavy lift capability, particularly the 
massive Antonov 124s, is part of the 
Volga-Dneper comprised of three 
cargo airlines: Volga-Dneper, Air-
Bridge, and Atran. The group’s cur-
rent fleet size comprises 41 all cargo 
aircraft, including eighteen Boeing 
747Fs, three Boeing 737Fs, three 
Boeing 747s, twelve Antonov 124-
100s, and five Ilyushin 76TD-90VDs.

Vincent “Vince” Ryan is ABC’s 
VP of North & South America, and 
is based in the company’s New 
York City headquarters. According 
to Ryan, his company has an exten-
sive network in North America and 
is experiencing rapid growth. ABC 
currently runs 38 weekly flight seg-
ments in the US & Mexico, including 
fourteen in Chicago, six each in LAX 
and Atlanta, three in DFW, two each 
in Mexico City and Houston, and one 
in Columbus. 

The growth is driven largely by 
both inbound and outbound demand 
from Europe. In order to accommo-
date further growth an additional five 
747s and nineteen 777s are on order 
from Boeing. According to Vince, 
“We are no longer just a boutique 
Russian cargo carrier anymore; we are 
a major source of global cargo lift!”

While ABC and the rest of the 
group continue to market their heavy 
lift/oversize cargo capabilities, they 
have expanded their vertical market 
differentiation into pharmaceuticals in 
2017, and will roll out other specialty 
areas that make sense. In addition, 
Vince reminds the market that they 
are one of the few carriers that carries 
lithium batteries.

Vincent “Vince” Ryan is ABC’s VP of North & 
South America

In addition to ABC’s scheduled 
network services, they also run char-
ter programs to many ex-network air-
ports in and out of the Americas, with 
the key operational criteria being that 
these airports have main deck load-
ers and runways of sufficient length 
to handle the planes. Ryan estimates 
a roughly 50/50 percentage share 
between scheduled and charter flights. 

Swiss WorldCargo begins operating 
new routes for winter timetable 2018

air cargo quarterly

Swiss WorldCargo, the airfreight 
division of Swiss International Air 
Lines, will begin operating new flights 
according to its Winter Timetable. This 
year’s Winter Timetable introduces new 
global destinations in Asia, South Amer-
ica and Africa.

Flights to Ho Chi Minh City/
Saigon from Zurich will commence 
on November 15, 2018, oper-
ated twice weekly, while flights 
to Colombo, Sri Lanka will begin 
operating on November 3, 2018, 
two times weekly. A twice-weekly 
flight to Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
will begin on 7 November, while a 
seasonal route to Mahé, Seychelles, 
began on 22 September.

By servicing these additional des-

tinations, Swiss WorldCargo will con-
tinue to focus on meeting customer 
demands as well as complementing 
already established routes within the 
network. In Asia, Swiss WorldCargo 
currently handles cargo traffic on 
direct flights to Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, Tokyo, Bangkok, Singa-
pore and Phuket. In South America, 
destinations include São Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro.

“The introduction of these new 
routes offers great new opportuni-
ties for us,” said Ashwin Bhat, Head 
of Cargo with Swiss International 
Air Lines. “This shows the impres-
sive intercontinental footprint of both 
Swiss International Air Lines and 
Swiss WorldCargo.”
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CargoLogicAir showcases 
its racehorse deliveries from 
the US to Europe

CargoLogicAir (CLA), 
Britain’s only maindeck cargo 
airline, has demonstrated its 
expertise in moving live ani-
mals with two Boeing 747 
freighter flights delivering elite 
racehorses from the United 
States to Europe.

The flights at the end 
of October from Atlanta to 
London Stansted and from 
Chicago to Shannon in the 
Republic of Ireland followed 
CargoLogicAir being awarded 
a United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) licence.

Onboard the first flight 
to London, CargoLogicAir 
ensured the safe passage of two 
high value warmblood mares 
for its customer, Horse Amer-
ica. The horses will participate 
in the UK’s famous Tattersalls’ 
Newmarket Sales of thorough-
bred bloodstock in December.

Six days later, the second 
CargoLogicAir flight from 
Chicago safely transported 80 
flat and hurdles racehorses, 
with an average weight of 500 
kg each, on behalf of Intradco 
Global, one of the world’s 
leading livestock air charter 
specialists. The horses had 
been acquired in the annual 
Keeneland sales in Kentucky, 
which attracts hundreds of 
bloodstock experts from 
across the globe.

Prior to each departure, 
the horses were issued with a 
signed Health Certificate by 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture before begin-
ning their journeys in special 
horse stalls to ensure their 
comfort and safety. Through-
out the flights, they also 
received plenty of hay and 
other supplies and were mon-
itored by trained and expe-
rienced grooms, who were 
employed by CLA’s custom-
ers to accompany the pre-
cious cargo during the entire 
journey by air and road. All 
procedures were completed 
in compliance with IATA’s 
Live Animals Regulations, 
ensuring all of the horses 
arrived at their destinations 
fit and healthy.

David Kerr, CEO of Car-
goLogicAir, commented: 
“When we perform live cargo 
transportations such as deliv-
eries of high value blood-
stock, our prime focus is to 
guarantee the safety, comfort 
and well-being of the animals. 
Live cargo transportation is 
one of CLA’s key areas of 
expertise and has been one of 
our fastest-growing sectors 
in 2018. Gaining our USDA 
licence reflects the quality of 
service we provide and repre-
sents another important mile-
stone for us because it enables 
CargoLogicAir to connect 
the biggest horse markets in 
the world between the UK, 
Europe and the US. This 
increases our ability to meet 

the needs of our cargo cus-
tomers in this market segment 
and will open up new business 
opportunities for us.”

Scarlette Gotwals, Direc-
tor Flight Operations for 
Horse America, noted: “We 
were very pleased with your 
service and the willingness of 
your ground handlers to work 
with the horses. We especially 
appreciated your knowledge 
and professionalism setting 
up this first horse flight for 
CLA. We look forward to 
working together with your 
team on future flights.”

CLA’s ability to provide 
such transportations will also 
be enhanced by the arrival 
of its fourth Boeing 747 
freighter, which joined the 
airline’s fleet last month. A CargoLogicAir Boeing 747 delivers elite racehorses from the US to europe.
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CHAIN COSTS

Helping startups succeed: Tips on 
choosing the right freight forwarder

By David Goldberg, CEO for DHL Global Forwarding, US

Did you know that according to 
recent statistics published by Forbes, 
9 out of 10 startups will eventually 
fail? Even though the reasons for fail-
ure are complex, they all have one 
thing in common: not planning ahead 
and making preventable mistakes. As 
a company who specializes in air and 
ocean freight shipments and works 
with small and large customers world-
wide, we know it is fundamental that 
startups evaluate their performance in 
all business areas from manufacturing 
to supply chain management. 

Strategic planning and the selec-
tion of the right partners and suppliers 
can do a lot to take the complexity out 
of starting a business. Today, the digi-
talized world has simplified the research 
process even more and has changed the 
way we do business worldwide. 

For example, if you are looking 
for the appropriate freight forwarder 
for your company, you have multiple 
options to choose from; all you need 
is a Google search to find out more 
about each of these companies. How-
ever, it is important to consider not 
only what the freight forwarder has to 
offer and their unique value proposi-
tion, but which freight forwarder best 
fits your business needs. Each busi-
ness sector will have different priori-
ties, which is why choosing a freight 
forwarder is not a “one model fits all” 
decision. For tech startups—which, 
according to a recent Information 
Technology and Innovation Founda-
tion (ITIF) report, have grown at an 
impressive 47 percent rate in the last 
decade—it is important to take sev-
eral factors into consideration when 
choosing the right freight forwarder:
• Reliable global network: Choosing 
a freight forwarder, like DHL, that has 
established international operations and 
contacts for custom brokers and for-
warding agents is crucial in preventing 
delays that may result in additional costs. 
• Insurance: Unforeseen natural disas-
ters can occur and planning ahead 
for potential challenges is important. 
When choosing a freight forwarder, 
it is vital that you research insurance 

policies or shipment value protection 
services that will cover your cargo in 
case of damage or loss. 
• Customs brokerage services: Many 
freight forwarders are also customs bro-
kers who help in preparing and clear-
ing customs for your shipment. This is 
an important service that you need to 
consider and can help you navigate the 
complexities of shipping internationally.
• Security, certifications and audits: 
When choosing the right freight for-
warder, you should also evaluate 
whether they hold the right security 
measures and certifications. For exam-
ple, you might want to research if the 
freight forwarder is C-TPAT certified, 
which will benefit your shipments as 
the Customs Protection Border (CPB) 
examinations are fewer and you will 
have shorter wait times at the border. 
• Specialized service solution offer-
ings: Finally, when choosing the right 
freight forwarder for your business, 
you need to consider if they offer tai-
lored service solutions that will effec-
tively adapt to your business model. 
Tech companies should consider for-
warders with partnership with core 
carriers that can offer a one-stop-shop 
solution including international Air 
Freight, Ocean Freight and Domestic 
services and warehousing capabilities 
with transport management, if appli-
cable based on inventory demand and 
levels. Lastly, look for a forwarder with 
teams familiar with the tech industry 
and offer end-to-end solutions with the 
technological capabilities for shipment 
visibility and track and trace to help in 
saving time and money.

These tips are not an exhaustive 
list – there are many considerations that 
you need to evaluate when choosing 
the right freight forwarder. To thrive on 
the world stage, startups need to know 
how to seek out growth opportunities, 
how to find key business partners and 
how to provide great service to cus-
tomers. As the international logistics 
leader, DHL aims to keep leading the 
conversation about how startups can 
thrive—with help from a global pres-
ence in 220 countries. 

Singapore Air launches THRUCOOL
Singapore Airlines (SIA) announced 

the launch of THRUCOOL, a new 
service to transport high-value, time-
sensitive and temperature-controlled 
pharmaceutical cargo with speed and 
reliability.

THRUCOOL offers dedicated 
cold chain services to safeguard 
the integrity of pharmaceutical and 
healthcare shipments during air trans-

portation. These include priority uplift 
and handling, quick ramp transfers at 
airports, cold room facilities, as well 
as thermal blankets and covers for 
crucial insulation from external fac-
tors. Customers can also opt to place 
shipments in temperature-controlled 
containers, and track their location 
during shipping.

To further preserve product integ-
rity in cold chain handling both on the 
ground and in the air, SIA has part-
nered with leading terminal operators 
SATS, Cargologic and Qantas Freight 
to launch a ‘quality corridor’ along the 
Zurich-Singapore-Sydney route as an 
initial offering. Complying with stan-
dards adopted from the IATA CEIV 
Pharma[1] programme, the quality cor-
ridor addresses the industry’s need for 
safety, care and efficiency in the trans-
portation of pharmaceutical and health-
care products. This reduces the potential 
for product loss attributed to handling 
and environmental factors such as tem-
perature excursions during carriage.

SIA was the first airline in the Asia-
Pacific region to be awarded the IATA 
CEIV Pharma Certification and is part 
of international and regional CEIV 
communities such as Pharma@Changi, 
and Pharma.Aero, which jointly pursue 
innovation in the shipping of pharma-
ceuticals. The CEIV Pharma certifica-
tion imposes extensive standards that 
adhere to guidelines set under the Euro-
pean Union’s Good Distribution Prac-
tice, and World Health Organization 
Annex 5 Good Distribution Practices for 
Pharmaceutical Products.
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Virgin Atlantic doubles South Africa 
cargo capacity

Virgin Atlantic Cargo has increased 
its support for South Africa’s thriv-
ing air cargo market with the start 
of a second daily service connecting 
London and Johannesburg.

The launch of double daily Boeing 
787-9 flights is also giving a welcome 
boost to Virgin Atlantic customers in 
the US, who now have access to addi-
tional cargo capacity to South Africa 
over London.

Virgin is continuing to see strong 
demand for capacity to and from 
South Africa following on from posi-
tive revenue and tonnage gains on 
the route in 2017. In the first eight 
months of this year, US-South Africa 

volumes have shown the biggest 
growth, up 8% year-on-year, while 
traffic from Johannesburg is 2% 
higher thanks to regular shipments of 
perishables – including pre-packed 
fruit salads, vegetables and stone 
fruits, as well as car parts, computer 
components, mining equipment and 
personal effects. The route is also 
popular for courier traffic and cus-
tomers moving valuable cargoes.

Ex-UK to South Africa, Virgin is 
also carrying a wide range of com-
modities, from fish and foodstuffs, 
to pharmaceuticals, books and maga-
zines, agricultural spares, electrical 
components and automotive parts.

Delta Cargo to extend 
bluetooth tracking to off-airport facilities

Following the announcement ear-
lier in the year that Delta will be pro-
viding real-time tracking for unit load 
devices (ULDs), the offering has now 
been extended to cargo businesses 
based off airport. This will enable cus-
tomers to have end-to-end tracking of 
the ULDs starting in their own ware-
houses throughout the journey to the 
final destination.

This new service provides a 
number of customer benefits by elimi-
nating all paperwork at the dock door 
when units are loaned out and produc-
ing a digital Uniform Control Receipt 
(UCR) which is emailed directly to 
the shipper. In addition, customers 
will receive customized push notifica-
tions with full tracking available on 
deltacargo.com in 2019.

“The extension of the tracking 
technology directly to our customers’ 
facilities will ensure visibility for the 
whole freight journey, creating a best-
in-class shipping experience,” said 
Shawn Cole, Delta’s Vice President - 
Cargo. “This is a genuine innovation, 
and we are on track to launch in Janu-
ary 2019, with full visibility on del-
tacargo.com later that year, once the 
customer installations are complete.”

Delta is one of the first major 
airlines to test Bluetooth tracking 
technology and since March 2018 
has deployed readers at 80 Delta and 
partner airline warehouse locations 
across six continents, including all 
U.S. hubs and major trucking sta-
tions with 70 locations remaining. 

Nearly 40 percent of the ULD fleet 
has been tagged with Bluetooth asset 
trackers. By January 2019 the track-
ing system will be available on nearly 
all of Delta’s ULDs with customer 
reader installations anticipated to be 
completed soon after that. Real-time 
ULD tracking information will allow 
Delta’s Cargo Control Center to more 
accurately monitor and reroute ship-
ments that are delayed due to irregular 
operations, like inclement weather.

Delta Cargo has invested in a 
number of customer solutions with 
the full product range now bookable 
on deltacargo.com, reliable ship-
ping services with GPS and real-time 
tracking options. Plus an industry-
leading Cargo Control Center for 
24/7 proactive shipment monitoring 
and IATA’s CEIV Pharma certifica-
tion. Over the past several years, 
passenger innovation has been exten-
sive with RFID baggage handling, 
and bag tracking via the Fly Delta 
mobile app, replacing ID checks at 
touch points with fingerprint scan-
ning, biometric-based self-service 
bag drop, automatic check-in, an 
alliance that will empower custom-
ers with seamless in-cabin connec-
tivity experience, more efficient and 
high-tech automated screening lanes, 
and a groundbreaking app that helps 
Delta pilots avoid turbulence for a 
more comfortable flight, along with 
working with U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on optional facial 
recognition boarding tests. 
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Logistec’s Gulf region expansion 
sparks large revenue increase

By Leo Ryan, AJOT

For the Logistec Corporation, 2018 
has been a very busy year for the Canadian 
marine and environmental services provider, 
particularly on the U.S. side of its busi-
ness. Two strategic acquisitions in the 
U.S. Gulf region, Gulf Stream Marine 
based in Houston, and Pate Stevedore out 
of Pensacola significantly expanded 
Logistec’s marine operations to 61 
terminals in 37 ports across Canada 
and the U.S.

The decision to extend its foot-
print was made to serve the larg-
est growth market for general cargo in North 
America and follows a vision of positioning in 
key strategic hubs to create new opportunities 
for the cargo-handling business, collaborating 
with other service providers to create a seam-

less supply chain for customers, the Montreal-
based enterprise stresses.  

Logistec is well known for its customer-
centric focus and the knack for problem-
solving and this distinction has never 
been more important given the fast-paced 
uncertainty in today’s markets.  “You need 

to be listening to your customers con-
stantly, you need to think quick, make 
decisions even more quickly and take 
action,” explained Madeleine Paquin, 
president and CEO.

“More than ever, we understand 
the importance of an agile supply chain. It 
is our job to provide the best possible solu-
tions to our customers which requires agility,” 
Paquin told AJOT.

terminal operators 2018
 The large manchester Terminal in Houston of Gulf Stream marine is now part of Logistec’s wide network.

(EXPANSION – continued on page 8)

Five questions on 
terminal operators
Ton van den Bosch is the global head of  terminals 
at Ince & Co LLP in Singapore and his many years 
of  working with terminal operators, especially in 
Asia, has given him special insight into challenges 
facing TOs large and small.

By George Lauriat, AJOT

AJOT: What impact will 
China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) have on global 
terminal operators?

van den Bosch: 
China’s BRI is chang-
ing global trade routes, 
energy supply lines 
and it has a sig-
nificant impact 
on investment in 
ports and terminals 
in Europe, Africa and here 
in Asia. Terminal operators 
such as, for example, APMT 
and Hutchison are competing 
with Chinese operators for 
greenfield developments in 
emerging and frontier mar-
kets in Asia and in Africa 
and are at the same time 
facing challenges to achieve 
a strong return on invested 
capital in ports and terminals.

China Merchants, COSCO 
and SIPG continue to report 
strong volume growth and 
these gigantic container ter-
minal operators from China 
have made significant acquisi-
tions in for example Belgium, 
Brazil, Greece, Spain and 
Sri Lanka. Chinese terminal 
operators now own around 10 
percent of Europe’s container 

terminal capacity and many 
analysts expect COSCO to be 

the largest terminal opera-
tor (by capacity) within a 
year or two.

AJOT: Recent years 
have seen a tremendous 
consolidation of both 

ocean carriers and 
ocean carrier alli-
ances - how does 
this influence termi-

nal operators?

(QUESTIONS – continued 
on page 9)

Ton van den Bosch, global head 
of terminals at Ince & Co

Halifax

New London

Pointe-au-Pic

Sept-Îles

Sydney
Saint johnQuébec
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MontréalOttawa
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Baltimore
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Savannah
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Lake Charles

North Gower
Johnstown

Goose Bay
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Sheet Harbour

Bayside
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Brunswick

Tampa Bay
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37 
ports

61
terminals

van den Bosch: The 
ongoing consolidation within 
the ocean freight industry is 
having a significant impact 
on supply chains. It allows 
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Fednav Atlantic Lakes Line's Federal Bristol delivering steel products to FmT facility in Cleveland. (Courtesy of Fednav)

FMT riding higher than expected 
cargo-handling volumes

(HIGHER – continued on page 10)

By Leo Ryan, AJOT

During an interview with AJOT, Michel 
Tosini, executive vice-president of Federal 
Marine Terminals (FMT) appeared to be trying to 
catch his breath, and it was not from doing some-
thing arduous like running up stairs! No, he was 
just sparing a few moments like someone navi-
gating through a hectic business schedule.

“Things are going gangbusters, it’s as 
simple as that,” said Tosini, who oversees the 

extensive network of 12 FMT facilities in the 
Great Lakes, the US East Coast and the Gulf 
of Mexico. Exceptionally robust steel demand 
(accompanied by high prices), despite the 
Trump Administration tariffs on imported 
metals from Canada and the European Union, 
has been a major contributing factor.

“Our 2018 global tonnage should show 

Port technology, moving up 
and out

By Matt Guasco, AJOT

Turn time is the bench 
mark by which ocean ter-
minals measure efficiency. 
The longer it takes to move 
a container on or off the ship 
or through the facility, the 
costlier that unit becomes in 
terms of handling and vessel 
delay. Container ships aren’t 
getting smaller; in 
today’s fast paced 
world it’s becoming 
impossible for ports 
to compete without 
technology. Auto-
mation is not the 
way of the future; 
it’s quickly become 
the norm today.

US PortS JUSt 
DiDn’t Stack UP 

For years, terminals in 
Europe and Asia have been 
vastly superior at container 
handling. In the States the aver-
age ocean terminal performed 
between 28 and 34 ship to 
shore lifts per crane per hour. In 
the yard, conventional rubber 
tire gantry cranes or yard hus-
tlers move containers into 
stacks. Both require extensive 
manpower. In the Netherlands 
terminal operators were report-
ing around 41 moves per hour 

comparatively. As early as 
2015 the port of Tenjin Pala-
pas was lifting 81 contain-
ers per crane per hour while 
Shanghai moved 167 con-
tainers per lift per hour using 
tandem hoist cranes under 
the control of one operator. 

Initially the answer could 
be found in the number 

of cranes working the 
ship. Back in 2015 a U.S. 
terminal would put 3 to 

4 cranes against a 
12,000 TEU vessel.  
In Asia where labor 
was cheaper the port 
would throw 5 or 6 
cranes against the 
same size ship. As 

ships got bigger, ports in 
Europe and Asia realize they 
had to work smarter moving 
to dual hoist and quad hoist 
cranes.  In addition, the way 
containers moved within 
the terminal had to radically 
change. America was vastly 
unprepared for the megaship 
boom sailing over its horizon. 

(terminal aUtomation) 
the age of aUtomation 

As mega ships began 
(MOVING – continued on 

page 11)
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Port of Rotterdam accesses 
inland terminal to move Heineken 
and other containers by water

Heineken, the Dutch beer maker, 
has been a pioneer in transporting 
containers by water rather than by 
truck to the Port of Rotterdam.

Heineken trucks its beer exports 
by container to the inland Alpherium 
container terminal 13 kilometers 
away from the Heineken brewery. 
There, the containers are stacked 
and loaded then loaded again onto 
inland waterway vessels that sail by 
river to the container terminals at 
the Port of Rotterdam, which is 85 
kilometers away.

At the Port of Rotterdam, the con-
tainers are unloaded off the inland 
water vessels and then loaded onto 
ocean carriers to carry Heineken beer 
to ports around the world.

Luc Smits, managing director for 
Combined Cargo Terminals (CCT) 
B.V. told AJOT that the company’s 
Alpherium container terminal cur-
rently handles about 200,000 twenty-
foot unit containers per year.

Heineken and a growing number 
of shipper’s export and import their 
containers from the terminal.

Smits said more European and 
Dutch shippers are transporting 
import and export containers by water 
rather than by truck because “the con-
gestion on the roads is getting worse 
and because there is a shortage of 
qualified drivers.”

He said the problem of hiring 
qualified drivers is getting worse 
because younger people do not want 
to go into the truck driving business.

Smits says that 26 workers oper-
ating in two shifts load and unload 
100,000 forty-foot unit’s containers 
per year at Alpherium using two con-
tainer cranes.

This is the equivalent of 200,000 
twenty-foot unit containers per year.

Smits says, “we have the capacity 
to handle more containers…as many 
as 320,000 TEUS.”

The terminal operator projects 
that “with our Alpherium Inland Ter-
minal, we save 6 million Heineken 
truck kilometers each year! This 
results in a CO2 reduction of 30%.”

The Netherlands is leading the 
way in moving more trucks off roads 
and on to inland waterway and short 
sea ships to reduce road congestion 
and truck emissions. This reduces 
delays waiting for containers to be 
loaded and unloaded off ocean carri-
ers at main ports, transported through 
container stacks for pick up or deliv-
ery by truck. By loading containers 

from the ocean carrier to the inland 
waterway vessel, containers move 
quickly to and from main ports to 
smaller regional container terminals. 

By Stas Margonanis, AJOT

At Alpherium Container Terminal, which is 13 kilometers away from the Heineken brewery, 
the containers are stacked and loaded onto inland waterway vessels that sail by river to the 

container terminals at the Port of Rotterdam.

Logistec’s financial numbers have 
been impressive, with 2017 consolidated 
revenue of the publicly-traded company 
attaining a record C$475.7 million in 
2017. Increased bulk activity sparked 
a sharp increase in the marine services 
segment to $205.3 million.

During the first six months of 
2018, consolidated revenue surged to 
C$231.6 million from the year-earlier 
$161.9 million. Cargo-handling activ-
ities were very strong in the second 
quarter, thanks in part to the inte-
gration of Gulf Stream Marine as of 
March 2018.

In marine services, Logistec 
offers bulk, breakbulk and container 
handling throughout its extensive net-
work. In addition, it provides trans-
portation and cargo services geared 
principally to the Arctic coastal trade, 
shortline rail transportation services 
as well as marine agency services 
to foreign shipowners active on the 
Canadian market. While the financial 
numbers suggest that environmental 
services have become the biggest rev-
enue generator, this is not yet the case 

because joint ventures like the Ter-
mont container terminal in Montreal 
and Nunavut Eastern Arctic Ship-
ping are not reflected in the revenue 
column under accounting standards.

The opportunity landscape in the 
port and terminal sector remains excel-
lent and Logistec is eager to continue 
to extend its footprint in 2018-2019, 
always with an eye on positioning in 
key strategic hubs and to find solu-
tions through the ups and downs for 
customers across North America and 
beyond, the company says.

Latest related development was 
the Oct. 19 agreement for Logistec to 
market the Port of Sydney and pro-
vide all stevedoring services at the 
Nova Scotia port’s cruise terminal. At 
present, the terminal is composed of 
a multi-purpose berth, which serves 
for both cargo and cruise vessels. 
A second berth is to be constructed 
in time for the 2019 cruise season. 
Rodney Corrigan, executive vp, 
operations of Logistec Stevedoring 
indicated that the extended partner-
ship with the Port of Sydney offers 
“the chance to find new supply chain 
opportunities for cargo.”

(EXPANSION – continued from 
page 6)
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Building terminals is key to India’s goal 
of establishing viable logistics hubs – 
Gujarat State sets the pace 

for more efficient deployment of 
container mega vessels but terminal 
operators are also facing pressure 
from consolidated carriers and from 
the alliances to reduce handling costs. 
This will probably only intensify as 
some analysts believe that the wave 
of consolidation is not over yet since 
the shipping industry continues to be 
burdened by oversupply.

Another interesting development 
is the ongoing integration of the inter-
modal transportation, terminals and 
logistics business. This trend is in my 
view driven by many factors, includ-
ing by the challenge to achieve accept-
able returns in both the shipping and 
in the terminals business and, above 
all, by the desire to service the end-
to-end supply chain. Examples of this 
trend include the acquisition by CMA 
CGM of an interest in Ceva Logistics 
and the acquisitions by DP World of 
Peruvian logistics provider Cosmos 
Agencia Maritima and of Unifeeder.

AJOT: Terminal operators often 
have cross-over ownership of termi-

nals (evident in the equity TEU num-
bers), particularly in China. Why do 
terminal operators look for partners 
and is this a trend that will continue?

van den Bosch: Consolidation and 
joint ventures in the terminals business 
are in my view very logical responses to 
consolidation in the shipping business. 
Advantages of joint ventures in the 
terminals business include increased 
capacity, access to new markets and 
the sharing of costs and risks. Terminal 
operators are expected to continue to 
make significant capital investments to 
improve terminal infrastructure and to 
enhance operating efficiencies in order 
to handle ever larger vessels. Terminal 
operators are cooperating because they 
want to share costs, to explore poten-
tial synergies and to enhance services 
in different ports and markets. 

Terminal operators are for exam-
ple working together in individual ter-
minals (for example, the joint venture 
between PSA and ICTSI for Puerto 
Aguadulce in Buenaventura in Colom-
bia) or on a portfolio basis, for example 

(QUESTIONS – continued on 
page 10)

(QUESTIONS – continued from 
page 6)

By Manik Mehta, AJOT 

Indian shipping experts have long 
recognized that building terminals 
and shipping infrastructure is key to 
India’s foreign trade; they are con-
vinced that logistics constitutes 
the backbone of a nation’s 
economic activity.  India’s 
Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Suresh Prabhu, who has 
been saying that India is 
headed to become a $ 5 tril-
lion economy, underscored 
during a recent event in 
New Delhi that the Indian Govern-
ment’s policy of making the logistics 
sector as part of a comprehensive plan 
– a “proper integrated plan”, as he put 
it – will boost exports. 

Indian states are, meanwhile, 
scrambling to improve their exist-
ing shipping infrastructure by either 
modernizing or expanding the exist-
ing facilities.  Gujarat, in Western 
India, is already leading the Logistics 
Ease Across Different States (LEADS) 
Index, which serves as a logistics chart 
and indicates the efficiency of logisti-
cal services needed for encouraging 
exports and economic growth.  Other 
Indian states that closely follow Guja-
rat are Punjab (2), Andhra Pradesh (3), 
Karnataka (4) and Maharashtra (5). 

The LEADS chart, created by the 
Commerce Ministry, is similar to the 
World Bank’s biannual Logistics Per-
formance Index (LPI) which ranked 
India 35th among 160 countries in 
2016, up from 54 in 2014.

Many of the Indian states are, 
meanwhile, setting up industry-
specific terminals. With a voracious 
appetite for oil and gas, India is trying 
to add a new tranche of liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) terminals, for example, 
to the existing facilities.

The setting up of LNG terminals 
does make business sense, considering 
that India is the world’s fourth-largest 
LNG importer.  While the 19.22 mil-
lion tonnes purchased in 2017 were a 
mere 1.3% increase over the previous 
year’s total, import volumes in 2018 
have again risen sharply. 

Imports for April-July 2018 
reached 7.46 million tonnes, a 20.3% 
jump on the same period a year ear-
lier. Indeed, Dahej, the largest of the 
country’s four import terminals with 
an annual LNG 15 million tonnes 
capacity, has been running at over 
100% so far in 2018. 

Though the four receiving termi-
nals are located on India’s west coast, 
the country will have at least half a 
dozen new import terminals over the 
next few years. 

The 5 million tonne per year 
Mundra terminal is Gujarat’s third 
LNG receiving facility.  The Gujarat 
State Petroleum Corp (GSPC) pres-
ently owns a 75% stake in the proj-
ect and the private Adani Group 25%.   
GSPC is reportedly interested in sell-
ing a part of its stake. 

Besides the new LNG terminal 
and the facilities for handling just 
about every other conceivable type 
of cargo, Mundra is also set to com-
mission a new liquefied propane gas 
(LPG) import terminal before the year 
end with an annual capacity of 1.35 
million tonnes.

Mundra port is located in the 
Northern Gulf of Kutch, and connected 
with major maritime routes and also 

with rail, road, air and pipelines. 
This makes it a preferred gate-
way for west-bound cargo. The 
port has been designed to handle 
all types of cargo, including 

containers, dry bulk, break bulk, 
liquid cargo and automobiles.

Mundra Port has a 
capacity to handle 338 mil-
lion metric tonnes (MMT) of 

cargo per annum – the largest amongst 
all operational ports in India. 

Arvind Agarwal, the additional 
chief secretary (finance) in the Gujarat 
state government, who recently led a 
business delegation to the U.S. to court 
investors and also seek partnerships 
(BUILDING – continued on  page 12)
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(HIGHER – continued from 
page 7)
an increase of between 12% 
and 15% over 2017,” he pre-
dicted.

“As far as 2019 is con-
cerned,” Tosini indicated, 
“we would be happy to main-
tain our 2018 tonnage. Look-
ing back, there has been an 
abnormal growth of volume 
this year – higher than 
expected.”

center of activity for FMT.
“At Hamilton,” Tosini said, 

“we are on track to run 10% 
above 2017. It’s notably steel 
coils and slabs (chiefly from 
Europe) plus a good chunk of 
bulk cargo, mostly salt, alloys 
and fertilizers.”

robUSt Steel DemanD

Regarding the Trump 
25% tariffs on imported steel, 
Tosini said “some cargo may 
be on hold in Canada, but 
the overall impact seems to 
have been minimal. Frankly, 
it’s overseas cargo that has 
been affected to some limited 
extent. But steel production 
in the U.S. has not been able 
to keep up with demand, so 
they don’t have a choice but 
to import.”

In fact, Tosini suggested 
the 2018 steel demand envi-
ronment came as somewhat 
of a surprise. “We were 
expecting a steel decrease 
that has not happened. The 
demand was still there and 
somebody is paying.”

Steel, general cargo and 
project cargo are all showing 
similar volume this year to 
2017 for FMT at the U.S. Great 
Lakes ports of Cleveland, Mil-
waukee and Burns Harbor.

At Port Manatee, Tosini 
said there has been strength 
in forest products, aluminum 
and containers from Mexico 
to U.S. markets.

baggeD rice from lake 
charleS to iraq

And at Lake Charles, Loui-
siana, there has been a nice sur-
prise in agricultural products.

“We have seen a sudden 
surge of agricultural prod-
ucts, mostly bagged rice, 
going to Iraq,” Tosini dis-
closed. “There are a lot of rice 
producers in southwest Loui-
siana. Between now and the 
end of January, we estimate 
there will be about 120,000 
tons of bagged rice going to 
Iraq from Lake Charles.”

michel Tosini, executive VP of 
Federal marine Terminals

A subsidiary of Mon-
treal-based Fednav Limited, 
FMT has for over 50 years 
been operating stevedor-
ing facilities at ports in the 
United States and Canada, 
serving the needs of custom-
ers in handling breakbulk, 
bulk, containerized and gen-
eral cargoes. The wide range 
of commodities handled 
includes steel, cement, cocoa, 
containers, gypsum. machin-
ery, sugar, wood pulp, forest 
products and various agricul-
tural products.

FMT terminals are 
located at Albany, Burns 
Harbor, Cleveland, Eastport, 
Hamilton, Lake Charles, Mil-
waukee, Port Manatee, Tampa 
and Thorold (Ontario).

Hamilton, which is Cana-
da’s leading Great Lakes port 
and home to the country’s larg-
est steel complex, is a major 

Wiggins Lift enters 
era of zero emissions 
in heavy lift trucks

By Martin Pilsch, AJOT

While not quite owning 
the same reputation in marine 
terminal cargo handling as 
Taylor, Hyster, Konecranes 
and other forklift manufac-
turers attending the annual 
Breakbulk Show in Houston, 
Texas, Wiggins Lift Com-
pany has a habit of gobbling 
up the “Lime Light”.  Its 
presence at this year’s Break-
bulk Show was no exception.

Wiggins was the first fork-
lift manufacturer to bring a 
large capacity forklift truck to 
the show floor at the Breakbulk 
venue in New Orleans. Each 
year since, they have contin-
ued the tradition and this year’s 
model was a special 36,000 
lb. capacity forklift, dressed 
in black, with an all-electric 
power system.  The new “E 
Machine” or “E-Bull” as it is 
called, caused quite a bit of 
discussion. The quest to lower 
emissions in heavy lift fork-
lifts is not a new phenomenon 
in the marine terminal cargo 
handling industry, but prior 
to this, an all-electric, high 
capacity forklift truck solu-
tion had not been considered. 

The industry has worked 
hard to cooperate with the Fed-
eral Government to eliminate 
harmful exhaust emissions in 
the marine terminal environ-
ment.  Over the years, emis-
sion levels have become more 
stringent and try as they may, 
manufacturers of yard trac-
tors, medium to large capacity 
forklift trucks, straddle carri-
ers, rubber tired gantry cranes, 
and mobile harbor cranes are 
still for the most part, reliant 
upon diesel power.

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has 
administered a program to 
reduce emissions to what 
they consider satisfactory 
levels.  Most of the heavy lift 
machines operating at marine 
terminals are powered by 
large capacity diesel engines. 
While the engine manufactur-
ers have cooperated in reduc-
ing emissions, they have not 
been able to produce a system 
that will bring that emission 

level to zero.  
Until now, the effort to 

reduce the harmful emissions 
produced by heavy capac-
ity diesel operated forklift 
trucks, top picks and reach 
stackers has been on-going. 
Some of the larger hardware 
used at marine terminals, 
including container gantry 
cranes, RTGs, straddle carri-
ers, and mobile harbor cranes 
have been built to all electric 
specification.  

Early on, dockside cranes 
were converted from diesel 
electric to all electric. This 
conversion was relatively 
easy, electrifying a piece of 
equipment that had a travel 
pattern that moved on rails up 
and down the dock and could 
be plugged in.  The connection 
to shore power could be flex-
ible. Rail mounted and even 
rubber tired gantry cranes in 
container yards, moving up 
and down a specific path in 
the storage backlands, could 
be electrified.  Straddle Car-
riers became the next marine 
terminal container handling 
equipment to operate with 
all electric power, but with 
increased mobility to move 
from one container storage 
area to another. What has 
been missing in the industry 
is zero emissions from large 
capacity forklift trucks and 
reach stackers.  

As it has done in numer-
ous other industries - agricul-
tural, military, and marinas 
to name a few - Wiggins’ 
innovations have increased 
productivity while providing 
a more efficient operation 
and friendlier atmosphere. 
To offer an electric powered 
forklift ranging from 30,000 
lbs. to 70,000 lift capacity at a 
24” load center is yet another 
significant accomplishment.

Wiggins began taking 
orders for the first zero emis-
sions, large capacity lift 
trucks at the 2018 Breakbulk 
Show. The units are fully 
electric and manufactured in 

CMA CGM and China Mer-
chants jointly owning Termi-
nal Link.

AJOT: In recent years, 
the terminals with the high-
est growth rates were often 
transshipment hubs like Sin-
gapore or Tanger-Med in 
Morocco. Do you see this 
trend continuing?

van den Bosch: Yes. In 
my view, the massive trans-
shipment hubs will continue 
to grow and this is also a 
result of the ongoing consoli-
dation of carriers and the fur-
ther integration in the ocean 
alliances. I further believe 
that some gateway termi-
nals in emerging and frontier 
markets in Africa and in Asia 
will do very well and that 
some smaller transshipment 
hubs will face challenges, 
both on tariffs and volume 
and because they will need to 
invest heavily in the upgrade 
of infrastructure and equip-
ment to handle bigger calls.

AJOT: The digitalization 
and automation are now key 
pillars to terminal operations – 
does technology – and the price 
of technology – pose a barrier 
to smaller terminal operators?

van den Bosch: For 
smaller terminals, automa-
tion may not be crucial, for 
example because labor costs 
are low or because the termi-
nals handle smaller vessels. 
In order to be able to com-
pete as a transshipment hub 
or in markets with high labor 
costs, digitalization and auto-
mation is key but at the same 
time also extremely expen-
sive and this may pose a bar-
rier to smaller operators. 

Smaller terminal opera-
tors will need to find the 
right balance, considering the 
design of the terminal, their 
customer base, the volume 
mix, the size of the vessels 
and what tariffs they can levy 
for their services. 

(QUESTIONS – continued 
from page 9)

Wiggins new “e machine” or “e-Bull” an all-electric, high capacity forklift.

(ERA – continued on 
page 11)
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Providing innovative sustainable solutions
for the maritime community

Metro Ports’ vast range of cargo-
handling expertise and professional
staff provides our clients with quality
stevedoring and terminal operations.
Whatever your cargo, from autos to
wind turbines, contact us.

calling Southern California it 
became apparent that to effec-
tively move containers, the 
combination of shore cranes 
and yard equipment needed 
to work more efficiently. 
TraPac Los Angeles was the 
first container terminal to 
semi automate their operation.  
In 2015 TraPac embarked 
on a project to electrify and 
automate a portion of its 
container and rail yards. Uti-
lizing Kalmar technology, 
a traditional ship to shore 
crane would drop a single 
box on the quay to be picked 
up by automated straddle 
carriers. Guided by magnets 
mounted in the tarmac these 
autostrads moved the boxes 
to remotely operated stacking 
cranes or the automated rail 
positioning crane. Guidance is 
assisted by advanced laser and 
GPS technology all controlled 

from a central operations hub. 
The days of labor-intensive 
operations are being replaced 
by the same workforce han-
dling multiple containers in a 
shorter period of time. Shift 
changes are accomplished by 
one operator standing up and 
another one sitting down at 
the same console.   

kalmar aDDS remote 
control to oPerationS

Headquartered in Hel-
sinki, the Kalmar Group 
offers conventional and auto-
mated container handling 
equipment. Everything from 
RTG and RMGs (rubber tire 
or rail mounted gantry cranes) 
and masted container han-
dlers, what we used to call 
“high lows” to auto-guided 
vehicles and automatic stack-
ing cranes. Frank Kho, VP 
of marketing intelligence, 
strategy and development at 
Kalmar noted “In 2020 the 

container trade will be around 
one billion TEU. Terminals 
today are not built to handle 
this high volume, so they are 
under increasing pressure to 
increase productivity.”  

Kalmar’s One Terminal 
concept is the integration of 
automated yard equipment 
with NAVIS operating sys-
tems.  NAVIS, a leader in inte-
grated software, has produced 
a terminal operating system 
(TOS) N4 which integrates 
control of physical handling 
equipment with container 
positioning and real time yard 
activity data.  Competitive with 
TOS providers such as Advan-
tech GMBH Germany and 
Cirrus Logistics of the U.K., 
NAVIS headquartered in Oak-
land has 30 years of experience 
working with terminal opera-
tors to “optimize every facet 
of facility operations.”  TraPac 
added automation to an exist-
ing well-established well-run 
facility. Across the harbor a 
massive reconstruction proj-
ect began in Long Beach. 

miDDle harbor takeS 
ShaPe

Around the same time 
(2008 -2011) as TraPac was 
renewing its lease and under-
taking development plans, 
the Port of Long Beach was 
beginning the consolida-
tion of three aging termi-
nals.  Piers D, E and F would 
become the backbone of a 
new mega facility initially 
called “Middle Harbor”.  
The nucleus of this project 
was OOCL’s Long Beach 
Container Terminal (LBCT) 
soon to undergo construc-
tion.  Phase 1 saw a total 
renovation of the existing 
infrastructure, improvements 
to the width and depth of the 
quay and a 22-acre landfill 
at slip 1 to create additional 
backland.  Phase 2 added 40 
acres of container yard by 

the USA. The development 
of a heavy-duty battery pow-
ering the truck is the result of 
a collaboration between Wig-
gins and Southern California 
truck supplier Thor Trucks. 
Thor provides batteries and 
electrification systems inte-
gration and was recently 
chosen by UPS to provide 
electric delivery trucks for 
field testing by the logistics 
giant. Utilizing Thor’s expe-
rience in this field, Wiggins 
was able to reduce its R&D 
efforts significantly.

Wiggins estimates that 
there will be a six-month lead 
time to deliver an all-electric 
lift truck. While the efficien-
cies of the all-electric lift are a 
major benefit, there is a higher 
cost associated with it. How-
ever, to ease the impact of the 
extra cost for the hybrid lift 
truck, Wiggins has sought 
relief for its potential custom-
ers in the form of state grants 
designed to subsidize the 
financial burden of the more 
expensive, yet environmentally 
friendly lift truck. Many states 
have designed programs to pro-
vide incentives for customers 
who adopt zero emission tech-
nology. Once these programs 
become reality, it is predicted 
that the subsidized cost of the 
purchase associated with the 
zero emissions lift truck will 
be offset and the premium cost 
of the machines Wiggins pro-
duces will be reduced. 

Wiggins’ present applica-
tion includes a high voltage 
lithium ion battery. Design 
engineer Bruce Farber indi-
cates that the batteries uti-
lized are more resilient and 
longer lasting than the lead 
acid batteries typically used 
on smaller warehouse elec-
tric forklifts. Wiggins is now 
working on a concept that 
incorporates hydrogen fuel 
cell technology. 

 Micah McDowell, Wig-

gins director of sales stated 
that, “We’ve been innovators 
in the field of material handing 
for over 50 years. Producing 
the first commercially avail-
able large capacity zero emis-
sion forklift in the industry 
was a logical step.” McDow-
ell’s point is well taken. 

With specially designed 
marina lift trucks including 
trucks with crab-steering, a 
lift truck for naval operations 
that will operate in most of 
the highest sea states and the 
first heavy lift truck with a 
removable counterweight so 
that the stevedore can lift the 
truck into the hold of a ship 
with lighter ships gear and 
reposition it on the lift truck 
in the hold to work heavy 
cargo, Wiggins has led the 
industry with numerous inno-
vative applications. 

The Wiggins zero emis-
sions Yard “E” Bull is no 
exception. Not only have 
they brought zero emis-
sions to forklift operations 
at marine terminals but also 
warehousing and distribution 
facilities. Some of the unique 
features of the “E” Bull also 
includes motion alert - both 
visual and audible, radar, a 
back-up camera, and a bat-
tery management system to 
extend service life and safety.  
Carefully placed components 
guard against vibration and 
shock and the design of the 
battery position provides 
additional safety protection.  

The safe High Voltage 720 
VDC energy from unique high 
voltage Lithium ion battery 
packs keeps power delivery 
strong and efficient while low-
ering weight and keeping costs 
down.  High torque, direct 
drive, AC electric feeds power 
to the Wiggins drive axles for 
high pulling power and grad-
ability. The E Bull offers lower 
operating and maintenance 
compared to diesel. A package 
including Level II and DC Fast 
Charge can also be included.  

(MOVING – continued from 
page 7)

(ERA – continued from 
page 10)

(MOVING – continued on 
page 13)
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Big institutional investments in 
Quebec’s Ocean Group

Two large Quebec institutional 
entities in Canada’s French-speaking 
province have announced that they 
are taking a minority stake total-
ing C$112 million, invested in equal 
amounts, in Ocean Group, a maritime 
enterprise based in Quebec City spe-
cializing in harbor towing, dredging, 
marine equipment rental, shipbuild-
ing and repair. The financial institu-
tions involved are the Caisse de depot 
et placement du Québec, which man-
ages funds for public pension plans, 
and the Fonds de Solidarité (FTQ).

As infrastructure needs are grow-
ing around the world and maritime 
traffic is continuously increasing, 
Ocean Group says it is well positioned 
to continue expanding in its current 
markets and well as provides its ser-
vices abroad. Founded by Gordon 
Bain in 1972 originally as a fledg-
ling commercial diving operation, 
the company has some 900 employ-
ees and operates primarily in Quebec 
Ontario, New Brunswick, Alberta and 
in the Caribbean region.

The substantial investment offers 
the Ocean Group new leverage to not 
only expand its Canadian activities but 
to pursue its global growth and acquire 
new equipment. In recent years, Ocean 
Group has notably been expanding its 

By Leo Ryan, AJOT

Caribbean presence - as illustrated by 
an agreement last June with Kingston 
port authorities in Jamaica.

“Our strong growth in recent years 
combined with our desire to expand 
our activities internationally are push-
ing us to accelerate our development,” 
said Jacques Tanguay, president and 
COO of Ocean Group. “ To achieve 
this, we have joined up with world-
class partners, making it possible to 
take these next steps. With this partner-
ship, we are maintaining our vision of 
excellence and giving ourselves new 
leverage to accelerate our growth.”

“This transaction is perfectly aligned 
with the Caisse’s strategy to support the 
local growth and international expan-
sion of high-performing Québec compa-
nies,” said Mathieu Gauvin, Senior VP 
at the Caisse. “Through this investment, 
Ocean Group will accelerate the imple-
mentation of its expansion plan, which 
will eventually allow it to provide its ser-
vices in new markets.”

“This investment by the Fonds 
(FTQ) is in line with our desire to 
support Québec’s flagship companies, 
protect our head offices and support 
our maritime sector,” added Jean Wil-
helmy, Senior Vice-President, Private 
Equity, at the Fonds. “Ocean Group 
shares all these priorities.”

between U.S. companies and Gujarat 
based corporations, said in an inter-
view with the American Journal of 
Transportation at the Indian consul-
ate general in New York, that Gujarat 
accounted for 17% of India’s indus-
trial output though it had only 5% of 
India’s population. 

“Gujarat has become India’s auto-
mobile hub … indeed, it (Gujarat) 
is the leading state for the manufac-
ture of a range of products, including 
biopharma, gems, textiles, machin-
ery and, of course, automobiles and 
other sophisticated products,” Agar-
wal maintained, adding the growing 
exports of these products was pro-
pelling the maritime trade. Much of 
India’s maritime trade passes through 
Gujarat,” he said. 

Gujarat is organizing the “Vibrant 
Gujarat 2019 - 9th Global Summit” 
from January 18 to 20, 2019 in 
Gandhinagar, emphasizing trade and 
business with India. “The event will 
be attended by (Indian) Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.  The focus will be 
on industry, trade and business, and 
also building up an efficiently-run 
infrastructure,” Agarwal said. 

John Chambers, Chairman of US-
India Strategic and Partnership Forum 
(USISPF), is reportedly leading a 
high-level delegation of top corporate 
representatives to the summit.  The 
U.S. was a “partner country” in the 
2005 and 2017 summits.  

According to a report called 
“Ports & Maritime Industry of Gujarat 

– the Gateway to India”, Indian ports 
currently have capacity of 1359 mil-
lion metric tonnes per annum, which, 
according to government projects, 
will increase to 3130 million metric 
tonnes per annum by 2020.  Total 
investment in Indian ports is expected 
to reach US$43.03 billion by 2020.

Until the fiscal year 2016-17, 
India’s seaborne cargo traffic grew 
at an average rate of 5.7% in last 
ten years.  Dry cargo contributed to 
major share of traffic handled. Ports 
and maritime sector received cumu-
lative foreign direct investment of 
US$ 1.64 billion.

Gujarat, which was the first Indian 
state to invite the private sector to 
participate in port development, was 
also the first Indian state to set up a 
dedicated chemical terminal – Dahej 
– while its Mundra port has the high-
est throughput in the country.  Ports in 
Gujarat collectively handled around 
40% of the total Indian maritime cargo, 
Gujarat Government sources claim. 

According to Agarwal, the Gujarat 
Government attaches the “high prior-
ity” to port infrastructure development 
since the state’s foreign sea trade is 
“poised to grow further” in the future.  
He also referred to the Sagarmala 
Program, India’s gigantic transport 
and logistics project with a whopping 
investment of some US$ 120 billion 
earmarked for creating new mega 
ports, modernization of India’s exist-
ing ports, development of 14 coastal 
employment zones (CEZs) and coast 

(BUILDING – continued from page 9)

(BUILDING – continued on  page 18)
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connecting the two sections of Pier F 
and expanding the on-dock rail from 
10,000 linear feet to over 74,000 feet. 
Opening in April of 2016 LBCT was 
just under 300 acres and fully auto-
mated. Speaking about Long Beach 
Container Terminal its President 
Anthony Otto commented, “What we 
wanted it to be was the most tech-
nologically advanced most efficient, 
most cost–effective container termi-
nal in the United States. And I think 
we have achieved that.”

long beach container terminal

In order to create perhaps the 
most sophisticated facility in the 
United States, LBCT executives 
traveled around the world to review 
automation in action. “What we have 
achieved here is a major paradigm 
shift in our industry, certainly here in 
Southern California or for within the 
United States” Otto said.  Driven by 
technology provided by ABB Ports 
Zurich, LBCT has fully integrated 
multi-functional ship to shore cranes 
with remote controlled yard equip-
ment to create a fully automated con-
tainer terminal.  Combining dual hoist 
container cranes with remotely driven 
yard vehicles and stackers the termi-
nal is able to maintain operational 
consistency across multiple shifts.  

Labor has done an outstanding 
job of adapting workflow within an 
automated environment.  LBCT was 
committed to providing the training 
necessary to bring its work force up to 
the higher skill sets needed to operate 
an automated facility and according to 
management they are doing very well.  

Scheduled for completion in Q-1-
21, Long Beach container terminal 
will be 311 acres with a throughput 
capacity of 3.3 million TEU.  The 
4,200-foot wharf will encompass 3 
deep water berths.  14 ultra-modern 
container cranes equipped with ABB 
port technology will be able to handle 
container vessels up to 21,000 TEUs.  
A remotely operated on dock rail yard 
will be able to handle 24 trains per 
week for an annual capacity of 1.1 
million TEUs.  In a recent interview 
Otto said, “ABB has been an outstand-
ing partner; they have been involved 
in every part of this from the rail to the 
yard to the automated stacking cranes 
and to the ship to shore cranes. Every-
thing in concert with Navis N4 which 
is our TOS as well as the TEAMS 
project for the AGVs.”

abb Port technology

Uno Bryfors, senior vice presi-
dent of ABB Ports noted, “Automa-
tion has been maturing and spreading 
to all sizes and types of terminals. We 
have delivered automatic stacking 
crane automation to 27 different ter-
minals around the world each having 
between 4 and 72 cranes per terminal.   
In terms of fully automated terminals, 
Mr. Byfors noted that it will still take 
some 5 to 10 years before we see these 
facilities around the world.  Remote 
ship to shore technology has taken 
hold faster than automated stacking 
cranes.  ABB operates a remote sho-
reside package in a dozen terminals 
on five continents.  A notable example 
of full automation at work is APMT’s 
Maasvlatke II terminal in Rotterdam.  
Remote operators control all func-
tions from vessel lifts to automated 
stacking at a central location. Vessel 
and yard operations run 24 hours a 
day and as with other ABB facilities 

(MOVING – continued from page 11) shift changes are simply a matter of 
changing operators.  There are no 
crew change delays. Massvlatke II has 
a design capacity of 2.7 million TEUs. 
The terminal operates 10 high speed 
double trolley ship to shore cranes, 
72 auto-guided vehicles and 54 auto-
mated RMGs.  The eight track on-
dock rail terminal connects the Port of 
Rotterdam with the German border at 
Zevenaar-Emmerich.  

the fUtUre of Port aUtomation

Technology will continue to domi-
nate the construction and redevelop-
ment of ports worldwide. Automated 
packages as offered by Kalmar and 
ABB provide “off the shelf” solu-
tions to design and development.  The 
ground has already been broken and it 
is only a matter of tweaking existing 
technology.  Shoreside labor world-
wide has also begun to understand the 
need for their ports to remain com-
petitive.  Concerns for a stable work 
environment and job security are still 
important but with mega ships and 
increased terminal capacity must come 
that paradigm shift in port productivity.  

LBCT has fully integrated multi-functional ship to shore cranes with remote controlled yard 
equipment to create a fully automated container terminal. 
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UPS names Seguin president 
of Global Freight Forwarding

UPS has announced that 
Romaine Seguin has been 
appointed president of UPS 
Global Freight Forwarding. She 
will oversee air, ocean, and rail 
freight forwarding as well as 
brokerage and supplier manage-
ment for the 220 countries and 
territories UPS serves around 
the world. Seguin began her 
career with UPS in the Mis-
souri District in 1983 as a part-
time hub supervisor and most 
recently was president of the 
UPS Americas Region.

She’ll relocate from Miami 
to Atlanta and said, “I look for-
ward to working with the Global 
Freight Forwarding team to con-
tinue addressing our customer’s 
primary concern of visibility into 
their global supply chain. We will 
continue enhancing our suite of 
services with improved tracking 
and actionable insights to ensure 
our customers can meet their cus-
tomers’ expectations.” 

Throughout her career, she 
Romaine Seguin – president, 

UPS Global Freight Forwarding

Intermodal holds strong in third quarter
Despite tough year-over-

year comparisons, intermodal 
managed 4.7 percent growth in 
the three months through Sep-
tember, according to the Inter-
modal Association of North 
America’s Intermodal Market 
Trends & Statistics Report. 
International intermodal vol-
umes increased 4.4 percent, 
domestic containers 3.9 percent, 
and trailers led at 12.1 percent.

“We saw some trail off in 
growth during the third quarter, 
relative to the first half of the 
year, but intermodal’s market 
expansion was still respectable. 
Trailers again performed espe-
cially well at the margins. The 
industry is in a strong position 
going into the fourth quarter,” 
said Joni Casey, president and 
CEO of IANA.

The seven highest-density 
trade corridors accounted for 
62.4 percent of total volumes and 
were collectively up 3.9 percent. 
The intra-Southeast performed 
the best of the seven with vol-

umes gaining 12.0 percent. The 
Midwest-Northwest, Northeast-
Midwest, and South Central-
Southwest lanes had growth 
of 8.4 percent, 7.7 percent and 
6.6 percent respectively. The 
trans-Canada and Southeast-
Southwest recorded losses on 
international performance of 1.1 
percent and 3.7 percent, and the 
Midwest-Southwest eked out 

0.2 percent growth.
IMC growth slowed in 

Q3 compared to the first half 
of 2018. Total loads rose 4.6 
percent after climbing over 10 
percent in the second quarter. 
Combined highway-intermodal 
revenue remained in the double 
digits, however, growing 22.9 
percent after posting 28.6 per-
cent in Q2.

CEO succession announced 
for Schneider National

Schneider National, Inc. 
announced that Chris Lofgren 
will retire as president and chief 
executive officer following the 
company’s Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders in April 2019. The 
Schneider board of directors has 
selected Mark Rourke, executive 
vice president and chief operating 
officer, to succeed Lofgren and 
become the company’s fourth 
president and CEO in its 84-year 
history. This announcement is 
consistent with a thorough suc-
cession plan that was developed 
and executed under the board of 
directors’ oversight during the 
last several years.

general manager of Schneider 
Transportation Management 
and president of truckload ser-
vices. He has served in his 
current role, a key to the com-
pany’s succession plan, where 
he has been accountable for all 
of Schneider’s service offerings 
since 2015. During that time, the 
company has grown revenues by 
20 percent, adjusted operating 
earnings by over 30 percent and 
adjusted earnings per share by 
over 45 percent.

“I am humbled and honored 
with today’s announcement,” 
said Rourke. “I have been privi-
leged to serve this great com-

“Mark is the absolute 
right person to lead Schneider 
moving forward,” said Lofgren. 
“He is an exceptional leader, 
with experience across our 
entire broad portfolio of services 
and a track record of proven 
success. Among many other 
strengths, Mark is very intelli-
gent, displays sound judgement, 
understands our business and is 
an excellent team builder. He is 
highly respected by the Schnei-
der team and is passionate about 
the success of our business, our 
customers, our associates and 
our shareholders.”

“In this time of significant 
innovation in the transporta-
tion and logistics industry, and 
the need for a relentless focus 
on operational excellence, there 
is no question that Mark is the 
ideal executive to assume the 
CEO position at Schneider,” 
said Dan Sullivan, non-exec-
utive chairman of Schneider’s 
board of directors. “Mark has 
spent his entire professional 
career at Schneider and has 
played a key role in setting the 
direction of the company, ensur-
ing its financial well-being and 
positioning the organization for 
ongoing success.”

Rourke, 54, began his career 
with Schneider in 1987, at the 
company’s Seville, Ohio, oper-
ating center where he mastered 
the critical role the driver plays 
in serving customers and safely 
delivering business results. 
Over his 30+ year tenure with 
Schneider, he has held a variety 
of leadership roles, including 
director of driver training, vice 
president of customer service, 

pany over the last 30+ years 
and to have worked closely with 
Chris over the last 12+ years. 
Chris has been a great mentor, 
and I will be forever grate-
ful for the opportunities he has 
provided me. He took over the 
leadership of this company from 
an industry icon, Don Schneider. 
By leveraging the solid founda-
tion that Don had built, Chris 
(SUCCESSION – continued on 

page 15)
(NAMES – continued on 

page 15)
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accelerated the company’s posi-
tion as a transportation and logis-
tics bellwether by embracing 
technology and innovation, and 
challenging the status quo. Just 
as Chris has made the company 
stronger, I am excited about our 
future and embrace Schneider’s 
role in an industry with great 
opportunity for success.”

Schneider thrived during 
Lofgren’s 17 years as CEO with 
the company, doubling its annual 
revenues to $4.4 billion. During 
that time, he led the success-
ful transformation of Schneider 
from a family-led organization 
to a professional, independently 
managed enterprise. Lofgren’s 
courage and vision guided the 
organization through the U.S. 
financial crisis in the late 2000s, 
while also overseeing the com-
pany’s seven-year Quest tech-
nology transformation. He 
also played an integral role on 
the team that led the company 
through its successful initial 
public offering in April 2017.

(SUCCESSION – continued 
from page 14)

has held a variety of operational 
and management roles includ-
ing serving as the ramp and 
division manager in Louisville, 
Ky. responsible for the opening 
of the very first automated test 
wing at the company’s global 
air hub, UPS WorldportTM. She 
has been managing director of 
UPS’s Gulf South District and 
Minnesota District as well as 
chief operating officer, of the 
UPS Europe, Middle East and 
Africa Region.

As president of the UPS 
Americas Region, Seguin was 
responsible for all UPS package 
and cargo operations in Canada 
and more than 50 countries and 
territories, as well as the UPS 
Supply Chain Solutions opera-
tions throughout Latin America, 
Miami and the Caribbean.

Seguin volunteers on sev-
eral boards, including the Florida 
International University (FIU) 
School of Business Dean’s Coun-
cil and the board of Trustees of 
William Woods University. 

(NAMES – continued from 
page 14)Democrats push for infrastructure after elections

Democrats are planning to 
pursue a major U.S. transporta-
tion and infrastructure measure 
if they retake control of the U.S. 
House in the Nov. 6 midterm 
elections, but the same question 
that helped stall Donald Trump’s 
trillion-dollar initiative remains: 
How would it be funded?

Rep. Peter DeFazio, who’s 
in line to become chairman of the 
House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, has said 
Democrats would seek a spend-
ing measure for roads, bridges 
and other public works if they 
take power. Nancy Pelosi, who 
could become speaker again, 
said it may be something Demo-
crats can do with the Republican 
president.

“One of my themes is build, 
build, build,” Pelosi said at an 
event hosted by CNN. “Build 
the infrastructure of America 
from sea to shining sea. Not only 
surface transportation but broad-
band and water systems.”

Trump said in an Oct. 17 
interview on Fox Business News 
that “infrastructure is going to 
be starting after the midterms 
and we think that’s going to be 
an easy one.’’

Despite the bipartisan enthu-
siasm for the idea, several recent 
efforts to reach agreement on a 
major bill have all faltered—and 
ballooning federal budget defi-
cits along with growing partisan 
rancor will make it even harder.

House Democrats could 
start hearings in late January if 
they take power, with the aim of 
crafting a bill that could pass by 
May, said Ed Rendell, the former 
Democratic governor of Pennsyl-
vania who co-founded Building 
America’s Future, a bipartisan 
coalition of officials that pro-
motes infrastructure spending.

PhilaDelPhia meeting
Rendell said he and other 

transportation advocates met 
Oct. 23 in Philadelphia to dis-
cuss a potential Democratic bill 
with Representative Earl Blu-
menauer, an Oregon Democrat 
and member of the House Ways 
and Means Committee.

A spokesman for Blume-
nauer declined to discuss the 
meeting, but said the represen-
tative is exploring the idea of 
creating a subcommittee on infra-
structure with his colleagues and 
stakeholders around the country.

DeFazio also didn’t provide 
specific details but said in a state-
ment that “it’s well past time for 
Congress and the Trump Admin-
istration to get serious about our 
infrastructure needs.”

broaDbanD acceSS

A Democratic majority “will 
prioritize investment to rebuild 
our transportation networks, boost 
affordable housing, and expand 
broadband access in towns and 
communities,” said Representa-
tive David Price, a Democrat from 
North Carolina who serves on the 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee and is the top Democrat on 
the Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development Appropria-
tions Subcommittee.

“I am hopeful that the 
Trump administration will 
show a willingness to engage 
Congress on meaningful infra-
structure investment that finally 
matches their public rhetoric,” 
Price said in a statement.

Trump promised to “build 

gleaming new roads, bridges, 
highways, railways, and water-
ways all across our land.” He 
released a plan in February, but 
Democrats criticized it for allo-
cating only $200 billion in federal 
money over 10 years—mostly to 
spur states, localities and the pri-
vate sector to fund the balance of 
$1.5 trillion in investment.

fUnDing SoUrce

There were a few committee 
hearings on the plan, but it stalled 
amid a backlash about a lack of 
federal investment and because it 
failed to specify a funding source, 
said Bud Wright, executive direc-
tor of the American Association 
of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials.

Senate Democrats released 
a $1 trillion plan in March 
funded by rolling back tax cuts 
for the wealthy. But Republicans 
won’t accept that, raising federal 
taxes has not proven feasible 
politically and more borrowing 
is unlikely with the ballooning 

federal deficit, Wright said.
“It’s going to come down 

to the same question: Where 
is the money actually going to 
come from?” Wright said in an 
interview.

Trump surprised a group of 
lawmakers Feb. 14 by saying he 
would support a 25-cent-per-
gallon increase in federal gaso-
line and diesel taxes—an idea 
also backed by the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce and American 
Trucking Associations. But the 
president never endorsed the 
plan publicly, and prominent 
Republicans flatly rejected any 
tax increase.

The gas tax of 18.4 cents per 
gallon and diesel levy of 24.4 
cents were last raised in 1993, 
even as many states—includ-
ing those led by Republicans—
have increased fuel levies. As 
a result of inflation, the federal 
tax provides just over half of 
its original value, according to 
government estimates.
(PUSH – continued on page 19)



16 American Journal of Transportation  ajot.com

©2017-2019 Georgia Foreign Trade Conference and the Georgia Ports Authority. All rights reserved. 

Visit gaforeigntrade.com for current information and conference updates.

REGISTER NOW!
2019 FEBRUARY 3-5 • THE CLOISTER • SEA ISLAND, GEORGIA

GAFOREIGNTRADE.COM

MEDIA PARTNERS INCLUDE:

GFTC154 - P Register Now Ad (AJOT).indd   1 9/27/18   6:08 PM

New Port of Oakland refrigerated warehouse 
claims 20% cost advantage over U.S. port rivals

Lineage Logistics and Dreisbach Enterprises 
held the official opening of their Cool Port refriger-
ated warehouse at the Port of Oakland. The open-
ing featured a ribbon cutting with Oakland Mayor 
Libby Schaaf and claims that Cool Port will export 
beef and pork with a 20% cost savings over rivals 
at other U.S. ports. In an interview with AJOT, 
Dreisbach president Jason Dreisbach, said the new 
Lineage-Dreisbach warehouse has 280,000 square 
foot of warehouse, 90 truck doors and can ship as 
many as 50,000 containers per year of refrigerated 
containers via the Port of Oakland.

A key element is that Cool Port will have a 
harbor trucking advantage.

Dreisbach, whose company runs Cool Port on 
a day-today basis, says the new operation has aban-
doned the traditional owner operator model and 
bought all new tractors and trailers. This will give 
the Lineage-Dreisbach enterprise a harbor trucking 
fleet that carries 20% more product per container 
than its rivals in Southern California and at other 
ports around the United States.

Dreisbach explained: “We have acquired 
new and lighter tractors and chassis that can carry 
10,000 pounds more cargo than older trucks and 
chassis operating at the Ports of LA and Long 
Beach. This means that our shippers will benefit 

By Stas Margonanis, AJOT

(CLAIMS – continued on page 18)

Port Houston posts 
robust container growth 

Container volume at Port 
Houston container terminals 
remains vigorous as cargo 
movement continues to lead 
last year’s pace showing a 10 
percent growth through the 
third quarter. In 2015, history 
was made when Port Houston 
broke the 2 million twenty-
foot-equivalent units (TEUs) 
barrier for the first time. 

“ In fact, we already passed 
the 2 Million TEU mark in Sep-
tember, the earliest by far that we 
have reached that milestone,” 
Executive Director Roger Guen-
ther said in his report to the Port 
Commission of the Port of Hous-
ton Authority during its regular 
monthly meeting. All indicators 
point toward container activity 
to maintain this stride through 
the end of the year. 

“There is still a lot of activ-
ity across our docks and the 
trends are positive through Port 
Houston terminals as we make 
the stretch run through the end 
of 2018,” Guenther said. 

Import steel at Port Houston 
terminals continues at a solid 
rate through the third quarter, 
pushed by the strength of pro-
duction in the energy sector, 
Guenther noted in his report. 
The general cargo terminals 
handled 3.5 million tons year-
to-date with more than 478,000 
tons in steel recorded in Sep-
tember alone. Overall tonnage 
for the year reflects a healthy 
growth of 8 percent over last 
year, with more than 31 million 
tons recorded. 

The Port Commission con-
tinues its steadfast diligence 
in strategically planning for 
the busiest seaport in the U.S. 
Gulf and in turn, acted on sev-
eral agenda items, including 
approving the purchase of eight 
new rubber-tired gantry (RTG) 
cranes for Barbours Cut Con-
tainer Terminal. The addition 
of these new RTG cranes will 
add even further to the efficient 
handling of the rapid growth that 
continues at Port Houston’s con-
tainer facilities. 

The Commission received 
an operations update that the Bay-
port terminal will no longer offer 
extended gate hours as of Dec. 
7. While the container terminals 
routinely averaged more than 600 
moves an hour and had marked 
several record-breaking days of 
moves this year, the light traffic 
volume during the extended eve-
ning hours offered by the port to 

the trucking industry the past 13 
months, does not warrant the addi-
tional hours provided. 

Aerial view of manchester Terminal at the Port of Houston, TX
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(L to R) Fouad Alameddin  – World express Cargo, Phyllis Alameddin – World express Cargo, 
maria Bahena – Supply & Global Logistics, Jesus Bahena – Supply and Global Logistics

(L to R) Grant Wattman – Agility Logistics, Phyllis Gowans, Hannah Gowans, 
mustafa ocalir –Seabridge International, Karl Lang – Seabridge International

(L to R) miguel Villegas, ernesto Saenz, Carlos macaluso,                   
ernesto Zegarra (all from Dynamo Weltweit Logistik)

(L to R) Victoria Kokanovic – Goodrich Americas, 
Diana Patrick – BBC Chartering, John Forsyth – BBC 

Chartering, John Hartman – BBC Chartering

(L to R) Nancy Sargent, Jennifer Jetton, Sondryl Harris                                          
(all from BBC Chartering)

(L to R) maria Paz Toro – BBC Chartering Chile, 
Camila moncaleano – BBC Chartering Colombia, 
maria Paulo Penso – BBC Chartering Colombia

(L to R) Sayyeda Fatima –  Bechtel Global Logistics, 
Amanda Coughlin – BBC Chartering, 

Fanny Tirado – Bechtel Global Logistics

(L to R) David Figueiras – manchester Terminals,                                                       
Vinny Pillege – manchester Terminals             

(L to R) Vinny Pillege – manchester Terminals, 
Captain Bill Diehl – Greater Houston Port Bureau              

(L to R) Roxanna Hernandez – BBC Chartering,                                                                                                                              
Fanny Tirado – Bechtel Global Logistics

(L to R) Tony Vasil – Port of Albany,                                                                            
michael Confessore – HLI Logistics

(L to R) Reginaldo Perez – merco Groupo Logistica,                                                        
Ana maria orozco – Puerto de Santa marta

(L to R) Robert Jacquet – BBC Chartering,                                                 
maxmilian Kuligk – Deugro

(L to R) Lowell Stewart –  Dan-Gulf Shipping                                  
Aura Uzcategui – Servinave

As part of Breakbulk Americas 2019 Conference in Houston October 2-4th, BBC Chartering hosted a night under the stars poolside at the Marriott 
Marquis to the beat of Yelba and Latin Fire Band.

BBC Chartering hosts party at Breakbulk Americas 
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(L to R) Jasleen martinez, elva Nuno, W. Thomas, Ramona Alegado, Danielle Quijas 
(all from PCC Logistics)

(L to R) Derek A. Pritchard – oL USA,  Lucia Zorrilla-Riese – Hamburg Sud, 
Sarah Bentley – Farmers Rice Cooperative, Chris Bentley

(L to R) Kristin olson-Kenny – Port of oakland, 
marisa Good – Cost Plus, Julie Castilla – Cost Plus

(L to R) michele Staples – Cellmark, Ron Del Favero, 
Kyra Kindon – CoSCo Shipping

(L to R) Susan Ransom – SSA Terminals,
William Sheridan – American Intermodal management,

Adam Patalano – SSA Terminals
(L to R) Andrew Aguiar – Hapag Lloyd, mark Rodriguez – NZS 

Worldwide, Vinod John – Hapag-Lloyd and PTA President

(L to R) mindy Rizzo – ooCL, Brent mueller – Yang ming(L to R) emma Ye, mehj Subedar – expeditors International

from our drayage trucks carrying 
65,000 pounds, which is gener-
ally the highest load you can 
truck in a cargo container. Gen-
erally, only about 55,000 pounds 
per container ships out of the 
ports of Long Beach and LA.”

“The higher investment cost 
is offset by a giving our ship-
pers a nearly 20% higher weight 
per container…since the ocean 
rates are not factored by weight 
… you can essentially ship the 
additional 20% of cargo for 
free,” Dreisbach added.

This advantage allows for 
higher rail car loads as well: 
“Originally rail cars were ship-
ping 110,000 pounds of cargo 
per rail car to match up with two 
55,000-pound container trucks 
loads. Instead, these rail cars 
can now carry 130,000 pounds 
per rail car to match up with two 
65,000 pounds per container 
truck loads” to Cool Port.

The result: “So not only are 
our shippers going to save 20% 
on their ocean rate, they’re also 
going to save 12-14% on their 
rail rate.”

Both the Union Pacific and 
the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe railroads have the rail cars to 
support the export capacity.

Cool Port is exporting tem-
perature-controlled containers 
of beef, pork and poultry from 
the Mid-West farmers to mar-
kets in Japan and Korea.

(CLAIMS – continued from 
page 16)

employment units, enhancement 
of port connectivity through road, 
rail, multi-modal logistics parks, 
pipelines and waterways, includ-
ing establishing port terminals. 
The Indian Government believes 
that the program would increase 
exports by US$ 110 billion. 

“The Indian Government’s 
Sagarmala program is of vital 
importance for Gujarat because 
the state has the largest coast-
line … it has major ports such 
as Kandla, Mundhra, Pipavav, 
Dahej, Hazira, etc.  Gujarat 
also has a large number of jet-
ties (private ports). We already 
have three LNG terminals and 
a fourth one will be coming …” 
Agarwal said. 

(BUILDING – continued from 
page 12)

The Pacific Transportation Association hosted its 39th Annual Steamship Night in San Francisco, CA on September 20th at the San Francisco Mar-
riott Marquis Hotel. The event had over 400 industry attendees.

Pacific Transportation Association hosts 
39th Annual Steamship Night in San Francisco
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retiring chairman

Republican Representative Bill Shus-
ter of Pennsylvania, the retiring chairman 
of the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, released his own 
proposal July 23 to spur discussion about 
fixing infrastructure and shore up the 
Highway Trust Fund, which is projected 
to become insolvent by 2020.

His plan includes raising the federal 
gas tax by 15 cents a gallon over three 
years and the diesel tax by 20 cents, with 
a goal of replacing the fuel levies by 
2028 with a per-mile-traveled fee or other 

sources of revenue.
If Republicans maintain control of 

the House, Representative Sam Graves of 
Missouri and Representative Jeff Denham 
of California are vying to take Shuster’s 
place as committee chairmen. Both have 
endorsed the need for infrastructure proj-
ects in previous statements.

Political blame

There’s a question about whether 
Republicans will be willing to pass a 
major spending bill if they maintain 
control of the Senate as expected, but if 
Democrats take back the House, voters 
will be asking what results they produced 
beyond investigating Trump, said Rendell 
of Building America’s Future.

Trump and Republicans also will 
have to answer in 2020 if they don’t pro-
duce an infrastructure measure, he said.

“If we sent him an infrastructure 
bill that was a significant bill, I think he 
would sign it because he has talked about 
infrastructure ad nauseam but he hasn’t 
done anything about it for two years,” 
Rendell said.

The Association of Equipment Manu-
facturers, which represents companies 
including Caterpillar Inc., Volvo Construc-
tion Equipment Corp. and Link-Belt Cranes, 
has already launched a “Mission Not 
Accomplished” campaign reminding voters 
that Trump hasn’t kept his promise so far.

Improving infrastructure historically 
has had bipartisan support, and that’s 
needed today with the American Society 
of Civil Engineers estimating an addi-
tional $2 trillion is required by 2025, said 
Shailen Bhatt, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Intelligent Transporta-
tion Society of America and a former state 
transportation director.

“It can’t be a Republican wins and a 
Democrat loses or a Democrat wins and 
a Republican loses, because then Ameri-
cans lose,” Bhatt said in an interview. “On 
infrastructure, that just can’t happen.’’

(PUSH – continued from page 15)

Oakland Pallet deploys 
Orange EV electric yard truck for 
product staging and local delivery

Orange EV and Oakland Pallet 
Co., Inc. (OPC) has announced the 
deployment of an Orange EV T-Series 
pure electric terminal truck to the Oak-
land Pallet manufacturing and recy-
cling facility in Modesto, CA. The 
100% electric Class 8 truck, charged 
with on-site solar, moves product on-
site and makes local deliveries.

“When purchasing a new truck, 
we chose electric over diesel for a few 
reasons, most importantly to reduce 
emissions in our Modesto community 
by utilizing our solar array for power 
instead of diesel combustion,” said 
Carlos Padilla, Vice President and 
co-owner of Oakland Pallet. “But the 
beauty of the Orange EV terminal trac-
tor is that it can be used to make local 
deliveries and pick-ups without tying 
up a long-distance tractor and driver.” 
Terminal trucks (aka yard trucks, hos-
tlers, spotters, goats) typically operate 
within the confines of container-han-
dling facilities but can also be plated 
and registered for on-road use. Orange 
EV trucks are available in a range of 
configurations, designed to meet site-
specific requirements.

For Oakland Pallet, the decision to 

deploy electric was both economic and 
environmental. Conscious of the source 
and lifecycle of their energy consump-
tion, OPC installed a solar array at the 
Modesto operation. “Investing in the 
Orange EV truck was a win-win. It’s 
charged with on-site solar so doesn’t 
add to our energy costs, and it elimi-
nates diesel costs and emissions,” 
commented Samuel Garza, Modesto 
Plant Manager. “The telematics also 
save money and time, sending auto-
matic notifications so we can take care 
of small issues before they become big 
problems.” All Orange EV trucks are 
equipped with an onboard telematics 
system which provides real-time data 
for operations and reporting.

In addition to upcycling and recy-
cling pallets, Oakland Pallet is commit-
ted to sustainability in all aspects of their 
operations, recovering and downcycling 
600,000 cubic yards of carboard, plastic, 
metal, and wood last year. “Our pallets 
are always on the move, used to trans-
port products throughout the world. 
It’s our job to do what we can to mini-
mize our environmental impact,” said 
Leticia Padilla, OPC’s Sustainability 
Program Manager. 

orange eV T-Series pure electric terminal truck at the Port of oakland, CA
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